
PRSSA 2009 SCHOLARSHIP AND AWARDS WINNERS 
 
Rowan University National Organ Donor Awareness Award ........................................................................ From Rowan 
 First ................................................... Penn State University 
 Second .............................................. University of Wisconsin at Oshkosh 
 Third .................................................. University of Nebraska at Omaha 
 Honorable Mention ........................... Ohio Northern University 
 
National Gold Key Award winners:  ......................................................................................................................... Plaques 

Madison Bender, Ohio Northern University 
Leslie Emanuele, University of Georgia 
Meg English, Valparaiso University 
Erin Haberman, Valparaiso University 
Tyrone Hall, Florida Memorial University 
Katherine Hannon, University of Minnesota 
Jeana Harrington, Otterbein College 
Angela Harris, University of Tennessee at Martin 
Angela Hernandez, Central Michigan University 
Christina Kruzer, Buffalo State College 

Nick Lucido, Michigan State University 
Courtney Meyers, The University of Memphis 
Kiersten Moffatt, Valparaiso University 
Stephanie Perrett, The University of Georgia 
Mackenna Schon, Valparaiso University 
Danielle Schumann, University of Minnesota 
Katherine Strate, The University of Georgia 
Jennifer Wallington, The Pennsylvania State University 
Katalyn Yenne, Ohio Northern University 
Amber Upp, Ohio Northern University

 
Outstanding Member Awards (conference team) ..................................................................................................... Plaques 

Jemalyn Chavez, San Diego State University 
Cammy Duong, San Diego State University 
Kristin Loe, San Diego State University 
Anne McNulty, California State University Fullerton 
Marianne Ng, California State University Fullerton 
Brett Deister, California State University Fullerton 

 
Dr. F.H. Teahan National Chapter Awards ................................................................................... Plaques, trophies, checks 

Outstanding Chapter............................................ University of Nebraska at Omaha ................................................ $500  
Outstanding Chapter Newsletter ......................... University of Minnesota ................................................................ $200  
Outstanding Regional Activity .............................. Valparaiso University/DePaul University ...................................... $300  
Outstanding Faculty adviser ................................ Southern Methodist University, Christina Baily-Byers, APR ........ $200  
Outstanding Professional adviser ........................ University of Northern Iowa, Joanne H. Wzontek ........................ $200  
Outstanding Chapter Firm ................................... University of Northern Iowa .......................................................... $400  
Community Service Award .................................. West Virginia University ............................................................... $300  
University Service Award ..................................... Kent State University .................................................................... $300  
Outstanding Chapter Web Site ............................ Michigan State University ............................................................. $200  
Outstanding Chapter Development ..................... Southern Methodist University ..................................................... $300  
Outstanding PRSA/PRSSA Relationship ............ Southern Methodist University ..................................................... $300 

 
Pacesetter Award ......................................................................................................................................................... Trophy 

Penn State University 
 
Bateman Case Study Competition 
 First ................................................... Loyola University New Orleans ........................................................ Trophy; $2,500 
 Second .............................................. Michigan State University ................................................................ Plaque; $1,500 
 Third .................................................. University of Maryland ..................................................................... Plaque; $1,000 
 
Betsy Plank/PRSSA Scholarships .......................................................................................................................... Tankards 
 First ................................................... Colleen Maleski, The Ohio State University ................................................. $2,000 
 Second .............................................. Jeana Harrington, Otterbein College ............................................................ $1,500 
 Third .................................................. Kyle Johnson, Elon University ......................................................................... $750 
 
The Plank Center for Leadership in Public Relations Ethics Advocacy Award ....................................................... Bells 
 1) University of Nebraska at Omaha ..................................................................................................................... $1,000 
  Karen Weber ........................................................................................................................................................ $250 
 2) University of Northern Iowa .................................................................................................................................. $750 
  Gayle Pohl ............................................................................................................................................................ $150 
 3a) California State University, Sacramento .............................................................................................................. $500 
  Timothy Howard ................................................................................................................................................... $100 
 3b) Belmont University ............................................................................................................................................... $500 



  Dr. Bonnie Riechert, APR .................................................................................................................................... $100 
 
 
Gary Yoshimura Scholarship ......................................................................................................................... certificate, paid 

Jemalyn Chavez, San Diego State University 
 
 
National President's Citation winners  ................................................................................................................. certificates 

Autumn Brew, Illinois State University 
Talithia Carter, Florida Memorial University 
Kimberly Ciesla, Rowan University 
Terrance Davis, Florida Memorial University 
Luka Dukich, Valparaiso University 
MacKenzie Fischer, Belmont University 
Rachel Friedman, Pepperdine University 

Angela M. Hernandez, Central Michigan University 
Carol Matthews, The University of Memphis 
Lauren Opelt, University of South Florida 
Matthew Pagan, University of North Florida 
John Vignolo, Pepperdine University 
Julia Wendzinski, Michigan State University 
Leah Zuber, Grand Valley State University 

 
Lawrence G. Foster Award .......................................................................................................... comes from Foster, $1,500 

Angela Marie Fischer, Brigham Young University 
 
Professor Sidney Gross Memorial Award ................................................................................................ certificate, $1,000 

Therese Kuster from the University of Northern Iowa 
 
Stephen D. Pisinski Memorial Scholarship .............................................................................................. certificate, $3,000 

Brittany Paxman, The University of Texas at Austin 
 
Altschul Champions for PRSSA 

Sarah Elizabeth Norton, Belmont University ............................................................................................. certificate, $300 
Pamela Rittenhouse, St. Vincent's Healthcare. ................................................................................................... certificate 

 
PRSA/PRSSA Internship Program ........................................................................................................................ Internship 
 Jarrett Cocharo, The University of Alabama 
 
PRSA Health Academy Grant ..................................................................................................... free conference registration 
 Kristina Hunter, Indiana University  
 Natalyn Giverson, Ohio Northern University 
 
PRSA Travel and Tourism Section Grant ................................................................................. free conference registration 
 Erica Bailey, Otterbein College  
 Amanda McKelvy, Ohio Northern University 
 
PRSA Multicultural Affairs Scholarship 
 Winner .............................................. Crinesha Brooks, Norfolk State University .................................. Certificate, $1,500 
 Winner .............................................. Mary Rose Macaranas, Georgia State University....................... Certificate, $1,500 
 Honorable Mention ........................... Juan Carrillo, University of Nebraska at Omaha...................................... Certificate 
 Honorable Mention ........................... Talithia Carter, Florida Memorial University ............................................. Certificate 
 Honorable Mention ........................... Tyrone Hall, Florida Memorial University ................................................. Certificate 
 Honorable Mention ........................... Shalisa Smith, Hampton University ......................................................... Certificate 
 
John D. Graham Scholarship 
 Winner .............................................. Maria Muscara, La Salle University .............................................................. $5,000 
 Honorable Mention ........................... Lindsay E. Wuller, Vanderbilt University 
 Honorable Mention ........................... Laura Palantone, University of Maryland College Park 
 
 
Star Chapter Award ............................................................................................................................................... Certificates 
 Belmont University 
 Central Michigan University 
 Eastern Michigan University 
 Illinois State University 
 Ohio Northern University 
 Rowan University 
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http://prssa.org/resources/award-PresidentsCitation.asp
http://prssa.org/resources/award-LawrenceFoster.asp
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